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How does your work intersect with partnerships?
The Human Genome Project II (HGP2) is fundamentally structured as a global partnership platform, bringing together academic institutions, governments, funders, and private-sector actors to advance precision public health at scale. As a UNESCO-endorsed initiative under the United Nation’s International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development, HGP2 builds on the collaborative legacy of the Human Genome Project, which itself involved large international consortia and shared data principles. Today, HGP2 extends this model through federated data systems, shared governance frameworks, and co-developed pilot projects that enable countries and regions, including those across Africa, to participate equitably while respecting data sovereignty. By integrating genomics, AI, and health data systems, HGP2 functions as a partnership infrastructure that connects DS-I Africa nodes with global scientific, policy, and innovation ecosystems, supporting long-term collaboration and capacity building.
Why is presenting at the Virtual Networking Exchange important to you, and what are you most looking forward to?
Presenting HGP2 at the 7th DS-I Africa Virtual Networking Exchange is important because the Exchange is explicitly designed to convene academic, governmental, funding, and private-sector actors in a highly interactive environment focused on partnership-building. This aligns directly with HGP2’s objective of forming a global alliance around precision public health, which aims to empower populations to use genomic knowledge for healthier and longer lives. The Exchange provides a unique opportunity not only to present HGP2’s vision, but to engage directly with DS-I Africa projects, NIH- and Fogarty-supported initiatives, and regional stakeholders to identify concrete collaboration opportunities. The key expectation is to connect with partners interested in co-developing pilot projects and integrating genomics into existing data science for health platforms.
How would your presentation speak to the theme, Sustainable Partnerships for Research?
HGP2 speaks directly to the theme of sustainable partnerships by offering a scalable and governance-ready framework for long-term collaboration. It advances a paradigm shift towards precision public health, using genomic and data-driven approaches to improve population health outcomes. By embedding federated data models, shared infrastructures, and ethical governance into its design, HGP2 enables partnerships that extend beyond individual projects or funding cycles. It supports joint investment strategies, coordinated policy development, and shared technological platforms, thereby transforming partnerships into durable systems capable of sustaining innovation and impact across regions.
What should the participants expect?
Participants should expect a concise, forward-looking, and highly interactive presentation that positions HGP2 not only as a scientific initiative, but as a strategic instrument for coalition-building, visibility, and future funding alignment. The presentation will highlight concrete opportunities for collaboration, including joint pilot projects, integration with DS-I Africa infrastructures, and alignment with global governance and funding frameworks. In line with the Networking Exchange format, it will serve as an entry point for dialogue, bringing together diverse stakeholders to explore how HGP2 can contribute to building the future of data science in Africa together through precision public health.
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