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Participating Organization: GCPA & SIDCER

Good Clinical Practice Alliance
Strategic Initiative for Developing Capacity in Ethical Review
GCPA & SIDCER
Participating Organization
7th DS-I Virtual Networking Exchange

Wednesday 8 April 2026

How does your work intersect with partnerships?
The work of the Good Clinical Practice Alliance (GCPA) and the Strategic Initiative for Developing Capacity in Ethical Review (SIDCER), as presenters of the UNESCO Open Science Toolkit Instruments on Data Policies for Times of Crisis Facilitated by Open Science, are fundamentally built on multi-sector partnerships that bring together academic institutions, governments, funders, international organizations, and private-sector actors. This directly aligns with the partnership model of DS-I Africa, which emphasizes collaboration across disciplines and sectors to address complex public health challenges through data science. The Toolkit itself is designed as a shared governance instrument that enables these partnerships to function effectively in crisis contexts, providing common frameworks for data stewardship, ethics review, and cross-border collaboration. In this sense, GCPA and SIDCER do not simply participate in partnerships but actively enable and structure them, ensuring that collaboration is trusted, equitable, and operationally effective across diverse institutional and regional contexts.
Why is presenting at the Virtual Networking Exchange important to you, and what are you most looking forward to?
The 7th DS-I Africa Virtual Networking Exchange is a uniquely structured platform designed to bring organizations together to share their work, network, and identify potential partners. Presenting the Toolkit in this environment is important because it allows GCPA and SIDCER to engage directly with a wide ecosystem of stakeholders, including DS-I Africa projects, NIH- and Fogarty-supported initiatives, and external partners. The format, which mirrors a scientific marketplace or poster session, creates space for active dialogue and collaboration rather than one-directional presentation. The key expectation is to identify concrete pilot opportunities, co-develop governance frameworks with DS-I Africa partners, and explore how the Toolkit can be embedded within ongoing data science for health initiatives across Africa.
How would your presentation speak to the theme, Sustainable Partnerships for Research?
The presentation speaks directly to the theme by demonstrating that sustainable partnerships depend on shared governance, ethical alignment, and interoperable data systems. DS-I Africa itself is built on the principle that diverse partnerships across academia, government, and the private sector are essential for achieving long-term impact. The Toolkit operationalizes this principle by providing practical instruments that allow partnerships to move beyond short-term collaboration towards durable, system-level integration. By embedding open science principles, data visitation models, and secure processing environments, it ensures that partnerships can scale, adapt, and remain sustainable beyond individual funding cycles, while maintaining trust and respecting data sovereignty.
What should the participants expect?
Participants should expect a concise, highly interactive presentation that goes beyond showcasing the Toolkit’s current work to actively inviting collaboration and coalition-building. In line with the purpose of the Networking Exchange to foster connections and explore partnerships, the session will highlight concrete opportunities for pilot implementation, capacity building, and alignment with global governance and funding frameworks. The presentation will function as a strategic entry point for bringing together academic, governmental, funding, and private-sector actors, positioning the Toolkit as a core instrument for visibility, partnership development, and future funding alignment, contributing directly to the shared goal of building the future of data science in Africa together.
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